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a Reviewed by 
_ Mare Leepson- i 
~The reviewer, who writes for Edito- 


rial. Research Reports, served in Viet: 
nom during the 1968 Tet offensive. oh 


The. Vietnamese: have: celebrated 
Tet ‘since -200° B.C. This lunar ‘New: 
Year is- likar Christmas, New: Year's: 
Eve; Easter: and: the: Fourth: of ‘July: 
combined’ into: three: days of: feasting 
and general. merriment:: In: 1968, the 
Viet Cong added something newr Dur- 
ing the- early - -morning“Hours of Jan: 
31, the first- dayrot: Tet, some: 84,000 
Viet » Cong--attacked “nearly.- s every 
American~ military: base.“.and.:. every 
city and town in-South Vietnam: ~~ 

“The Tet: offensive- was: 4... tactical 
failure forthe Viet.Cong, but the long- 
termh consequences: were- quite dif: 
ferent. The-sight of. Viet-Cong. soldiers 
ruining amok throughout’ South Viet- 
nam—for-* however. short:: a’ time. 
brought the: war home to. millions’ of 
Atiericans - as..never'< before..'iPublic 
opinion turned irrevocably against the: 
war. Tet marked the beginning of the: 
end. of eee Rarhepalen in viet 
nam els 

*Tet 1968 ‘is: the Bae oint of: John 
Cassidy’s first-novel, “A Station’ in 
the Delta.” The protagonist. is Toby 
Busch, a newly:arrtved. CIA. field of-: 
ficer in the. Mekong Delta town of My, 
Tho, who: learns. months. in advance’ 
that the: massive: ‘assault’. ig ‘in’ the 
works.. But. a-feud with. his immediate: 
supervisor, among other: things,. threat-. 
ens’ to- prevent Busch... from: getting. 
the word out: The book gives a re 
tic portrait of the pre-Tet climate in. 
Vietnam. .The* setting: and “characters: 
are- believable: ands accurate:.::A «re 
tired. CLA‘ operations: officer’ himself, 
Cassidy..served a. tour. in. Vietnan.., es 

The- best hooks: about-Vietnaid® ha ri 
been written by’ former: wae--eerres- 
pondents and ‘young veterans: o£ ihe. 
conflict’ such as: Frances: FitsGeraid,’ 
Michael Herr; Tim:O’Brien and: James 
Webb. These anthors have written.con- 
vincingly- of the: frustrations:- arising 
from that. guerrilla... war,:: including 
criticism of the ‘U.S. military and. the: 
South. Lbialcy aah at feces over: 


view of the war.:Toby Busch has his 
troubles with the CLA establishment, 
but the overall picture Cassidy” 
of our clandestine serAipPigy 

in Vietnam is a-positive one: The a 
thor finds fault with some-South Viet- 
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‘namese, but leaves the reader with] 
the impression that our former_allies 
were a heroic, long-suffering people 
who were dedicated to fighting cour, 
munism and. did a good job of it.:: 
. The Viet.Cong are--Cassidy’s: real. 
villains, but the author also. hag some: 
unkind words for two groups oh Ameri- 
cans:.: antiwar - protestors. .and.-- the 
media, “All these kids beating their, 
breasts in the States give me a pain: | 
in the a=-,"” a young Army officer an- 
nounces in a bar, “because they: don’t ‘| 
know a goddamned. thing: about. the.; 
-world.. they’re- so: shook up:. about.” 
And a young woman. reporter: vowing: 
to write a fair story, talks. her way in-: 
to being allowed to witness. a clandes-! 
tine mission,..during . which. a..brave™ 
South Vietnamese saves her life, But“ 
instead of being grateful, the: reporter: 
writes a viciously slanted story calling: 
the CLA “Murder Incorporated.” Later: 
on, another reporter. gets punched in-| 
the mouth when he tells Busch’s: boss, 
Bill Voight, that draft’ resisters have 
the right idea. ets endl 2 
“A Station in the: ‘Delta’ 3” message. 
is ‘that Tet. was a clear. military and 
psychological victory for the United | 
States ‘and South Vietnam. aoe coun. 
tryside,” “Bill: Voigt. says, - was -“re-« 
lieved of. the burden. of a. rutblese ins: 
surgent army that had for years been: 
hidden. in: its-reluctant -breast.?~: ‘The: 
_Victory was won; but the message did. 
oe get through to the American pub-: 
“Our soldiers. have: won this battle - 
a the--war,” Voigt tells the ‘reporter: 
‘he. has: punched. out; ':“buts.you: and* 
“your smart-a— friends;-and: your: wiser-: 
than-anyhbedy editors,.have: dost it. -And_ 
| so- every:single, death::and: every: drop: 
.of: blood ‘through: all. thesa: years;,; that: 
you're’ had*’so much: ‘fun’ showing: ‘Ons 
_the-screens. with: your: snide remarks, 
its been: all’ for’ nothing.”??: $ 
et. in spite of Cassidy's ‘cheap ‘shots: 
2 the: media-and .the< antiwar: moves; 
“ment, he’: has-?- written 2:a “readable,. 
intelligent: novel. The- -writing dg dé pre. 
\cise, ‘the~ plot:. hums~along smoothly’ 
‘and most: of: the’ dialogue and’ charac 
: terization is accurate and: well. drawri.; 
“A-Station: inthe: Delta’. is’aigoodi 
“companion: piece: to-Graham Greene’s:) 
: e- Quiet’, American,” 
ore a : penne: idealistic. CIA: 
“agent.who: fails: miserably. in. Vietnam; 
‘during the-latter stages. of the. French; 
involvement. : This ‘book:shows | ‘a-not-! 
‘so-young, ‘- far-from-idealistic-* agen 
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ment there. 
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